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About the Book 

As of January 2020, there were about 5.3 million international students worldwide, many whom are now 

impacted by the global outbreak of COVID-19. With countries suspending cross-border movements, 

internationalisation activities across campuses and colleges appear to have come to a halt. In this situation of 

global containment and border enforcement, the horizon of higher education seems to be a world of constrained 

mobility. The impact on international students and young people in education at large is long-lasting, given the 

likelihood of a string of border controls to regulate immigration and emigration in a more restrictive and 

selective manner. Additionally, the impacts experienced across various student communities and cohorts are 

differentiated and with consequences on uneven capacities for a rebound. How are young people's conceptions 

about mobility and immobility reframed by the pandemic? What does educational life look like in a world of 

stalled mobility? 

19 letters to Coronavirus is an edited volume that explores such questions about education and transnational 

mobility in a time of the global pandemic. It does so by curating a collection of short essays in the form of letters 

addressed to coronavirus written by international/transnational students, and accompanied by scholarly 

commentaries on these student experiences. It serves as a repository of narrative and visual stories which 

captures an unprecedented historical moment, tied together through critical analyses by multiple scholars. 

Format of Essay 

You are invited to write a letter to coronavirus (i.e. COVID-19), in which you share about your experiences and 

feelings about mobility and education in a time of the global pandemic. The notion of "mobility" can be 

interpreted as physical, virtual, social, or imaginative; and "education" in both formal and informal contexts. 

You will write in the first person, as you would in writing a letter addressed to someone (and in this case the 

Coronavirus). Reflect on your relationship with the pandemic and let that show in the letter. Be personal. Relate 

the events and concerns mentioned in the essay to your social and cultural backgrounds, within the parameters 

of what you are comfortable with revealing. As this is a letter-format essay, no citations are expected. 

You are encouraged to include images in the form of photographs or other illustrations, though this is not 

compulsory. If you decide to use images, please ensure that they do not infringe on copyright issues. 

Please bear in mind that even though this essay is meant to be a personal reflection of your experience and 

feelings, non-discriminatory language should be used to address and describe all people, regardless of gender, 

race/ethnicity, sexual orientation, religious identification, age, and physical or intellectual characteristics. 

Full essay submissions will be reviewed for length, clarity, and style, so as to ensure they are appropriate for the 

edited book. Authors will work with the Editor to finalise their contribution. 

Timeline 

1. Submission of essay proposal: 15 December 2020

2. Confirmation of contributors: 25 December 2020

3. Submission of essay by confirmed contributors: 15 February 2021



Table of Contents (provisional) 

The 19 essays (hereafter referred to as Letters) will be organised into 3 sections and 9 themes, which 

serve as the basis for the 9 scholarly commentaries that use these young people's narratives as a lens 

to understand both their inner worlds and wider societal issues. A guest illustration will also be 

produced for each theme. 

Introduction 

1. Regimes

The pandemic has forcibly led to a string of migration and border control tools that are triggered to

manage the virus spread such as visa restrictions and surveillance technologies. This section

explores their implications on international students with respect to their perceptions about

borders, norms, and divisions.

1.1. Borders 

• Letters 1 & 2 / Illustration 1 / Commentary 1

1.2. Norms 

• Letters 3 & 4 / Illustration 2 / Commentary 2

1.3. Divisions 

• Letters 5 & 6 / Illustration 3 / Commentary 3

2. Experiences

The pandemic inevitably has shaped young people's experiences of education and learning, shifting

their understandings of the value and meanings of mobility and movement. This section explores

such experiences inflected by gender, ethnicity, class and nationality and recast these embodied

narratives through the lenses of emotions, velocity, and habits.

2.1. Emotions 

• Letters 7 & 8 / Illustration 4 / Commentary 4

2.2. Velocity 

• Letters 9 & 10 / Illustration 5 / Commentary 5

2.3. Habits 

• Letters 11 & 12 / Illustration 6 / Commentary 6

3. Aspirations

The pandemic brings about disruption not only in actual mobilities and plans, but also young

people's aspirations in terms of what they imagine is possible and viable in a post-pandemic world.

This section explores post-study aspirations amidst pandemic uncertainties with respect to

economic, social and civic lives, and does so through the prisms of suspension, threshold, and

freedom.

3.1. Suspension 

• Letters 13 & 14 / Illustration 7 / Commentary 7

3.2. Threshold 

• Letters 15 & 16 / Illustration 8 / Commentary 8

3.3. Freedom 

• Letters 17, 18 & 19 / Illustration 9 / Commentary 9

Conclusion 




